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The Caspian Oil & Gas conference is a traditional platform for discussing current topics in the oil and gas 
industry took place from 1-2 June at the JW Marriott Absheron Baku hotel. Bringing together leading 
companies’ senior managers, representatives of related ministries, and renowned industry experts, the oil 
and gas forum provides the opportunity to share opinions on current issues in the oil and gas industry.  
Around 600 delegates from 30 countries took part at the conference. More than 40 speakers, including 
leading experts, representatives of government bodies, and directors of major oil and gas companies 
from various countries, spoke on key issues in producing, managing and diversification of transportation 
of energy resources. At the Caspian Oil & Gas conference which was accompanying the exhibition, 
discussed issues relevant to the region. The theme of the plenary session was: “Role of Azerbaijan in 
global energy, status of major projects and a look to future strategic growth”. Then discussed such topical 
issues for today as: “Identifying key operators’ plans in developing onshore and offshore oilfields. 
Expansion of international cooperation in oil and gas projects”, “An overview the refining and 
petrochemical industries in Azerbaijan”, “Diversifying supply routes from the Caspian region. Azerbaijan 
as transportation, logistic hub of Caspian region”, “Cost optimization and improving the efficiency of 
upstream development with advanced technologies”, “The use of digital process and technologies for 
personnel development”, “Ensuring environmental and industrial safety”. 
 
Among the speakers at the conference were Natig Aliyev, the Minister of Energy of the Republic of 
Azerbaijan, José Maria Botelho de Vasconcelos, Minister of Petrolium of Angola, Iulian-Robert Tudorache, 
Deputy Minister of Energy of Romania, Lars Christian Bacher, Executive Vice-president of Statoil, Andrea 
Cattaneo, President and CEO of Zenith Energy, Bernard Clement, Vice-president of Europe and Caspian 
Region, Total, Alisher Sultanov, Board Chairman, Deputy Governing Board Chairman of Uzbekneftegaz and 
other speakers. 
 
This year, regular partner and exhibitor BP is marking its 25th anniversary of collaboration with 
Azerbaijan. One of the sessions at Caspian Oil and Gas conference was dedicated to this anniversary: “BP 
a longterm partner for Azerbaijan for the last 25 years”. 
 
The conference was supported by 20 companies. The General Sponsor was SOCAR. The Golden Sponsor of 
the conference were BP and Petronas, the Silver Sponsors - INPEX, McDermott and Statoil, the Bronze 
Sponsors - Caspian Geophysical, Dentons, Fluor, Huawei, Microsoft, Nobel Upstream, Lamor Corporation, 
Reflex Marine, Schlumberger, Siemens, TAP, Total, Yokogawa, Zenith Energy.  
 
This year for the first time for the delegates of the conference was organised an excursion to the Bibi-
Heybat oil field SOCAR - to the world’s first industrial oil well drilled in the mid –19th century. An 
excursion to the origins of the oil industry was conducted by the famous guide, amateur historian, and 
researcher of pre-revolutionary and Soviet Baku Fuad Akhundov. Many guests perceived it as an 
introduction to a unique museum exhibit. In the distant year of 1846, 10 km to the west of Baku, the 
Bibi-Heybat well caused a real sensation with the first oil gusher. Its depth was then only 21 meters. 
Thus, for foreign guests, this excursion became an effective example of the historical development of oil 
production in Azerbaijan. 
 
Thus, the Caspian Oil & Gas conference once again became an indispensable platform for networking for 
representatives of key players in the energy market of the region and brought with it a stream of new 
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information and technologies, expanding the opportunities for international cooperation in the oil and 
gas field. 
 
The conference are organised by Iteca Caspian and its partner ITE Group.  
 
In 2018, the Caspian Oil & Gas exhibition and conference will celebrate its 25th anniversary. The 
organisers are confident that stepped over the 25-year boundary of Caspian Oil & Gas, and in the future 
will remain the hallmark of the achievements of the oil sector in the region and a platform for establishing 
business ties and new prospects for mutual cooperation. Particularly symbolic is the fact that this 
significant event coincides with the anniversary date - the 95th anniversary of the birth of the national 
leader Heydar Aliyev, who stood at the founding of the exhibition. The jubilee Caspian Oil & Gas will be 
held from 6 to 7 June and will be distinguished by its scale and festive atmosphere. The organisers plan a 
special program of events that will accompany the work of Caspian Oil & Gas 2018. 
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Khoshbakht Yusifzadeh, First Vice President of SOCAR 

“This year companies showcase their achievements and at the same time get acquainted with Azerbaijan 
and its wealth of experience in the field of oil and gas production. Meanwhile, everyone has the 
opportunity to hear, not from books, but in real time – about new technologies in the field of oil and gas 
production. It is therefore difficult to overestimate the importance of both the exhibition and conference”. 

Julian-Robert Tudorache, Romania’s Deputy Minister of Energy 

“We are pleased to be one of the regular participants here at the International Caspian Oil & Gas 
Conference. I congratulate the Organizers of the event and I want to assure you that we are already 
planning to attend the Conference next year. I think this forum will give additional impetus to the 
development of Romanian-Azerbaijani relations”. 

Linh Austin, Vice President & General Manager, Middle East & Caspian, McDermott 

“The conference is of great importance not only for our company, but also for the sustainable 
development of oil and gas resources of Azerbaijan. The event is organized at the world level, and we are 
happy to participate in it. McDermott is a party to the Contract of the Century and it is important for us to 
realize that we are participants in the oil production and economic prosperity of the country. I would also 
like to talk about our support of the conference. We are proud to be a silver sponsor of the event, as we 
love Azerbaijan and are committed to being very active in the local market”. 
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